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So, to begin with the preparations for our voyage,
Your Reverence must know about the effort put forth
by two Dieppe merchants of the pretended religion,
who were charged with freighting the ship, to pre-
vent our being received upon it. For a number of
years past, those who began and continued to make
voyages to Canada have wished some of our Society
to be employed for the conversion of the people of
that country; and Henry the Great, the late King, of
happy memory, had set aside five hundred écus? for
the voyage of the first ones who should be sent
there: at this time Reverend Father Enmond Masse
and I, chosen for this mission, after having saluted
the Queen Regent and learned from her own utter-
ances the holy zeal which she felt for the conversion
of this barbarous people, and having received the
above-mentioned five hundred écus for our viati-
cum,® aided also by the pious liberality of the
Marchionesses de Guercheville, Verneuil, and de
Sourdis,® left Paris and arrived at Dieppe upon the
day which [11] Monsieur de Biancourt, son of Mon-
sieur de Potrincourt, had designated for our de-
parture, the 27th of October, 1610.

The two above-mentioned merchants, as soon as
they heard that two Jesuits were going to Canada, ad-
dressed themselves to Monsieur de Biancourt* and
warned him that, if the said Jesuits intended to em-
bark upon the ship, they would have nothing to do
with it: they were told that the presence of the
Jesuits would in no wise interfere with them; that,
thanks to God and the Queen, they had the money

* Charles de Biencourt, esquire, sieur de Saint-Just and son of
Monsieur de Poutrincourt. He was then nineteen or twenty years
old. (Lescarbot and Champlain.)—[Carayon. ]



